IviZMOBANDUM 


SUBJECT 


Garrisoa Allegations Rc^CL*>. Photog| 
Ccmmission Report — The Facts 


1. The presence of Lee Harvey Oswald in Me:xico pity and details 


of bis contacl with tha So'/iet Consulate on I October 19^3 were reported to CIA 


Headquarters on 9 October 1963- This information was dispribnted ronllnely to 


specified depacrhments and agencies on 10 October-. This ad 




eotlxely on tii* cLsauxnptioa Lha-t Oswald, probably intended td redefect to the 


joviets. 


*: .f" ' .» 

* ••• ir'. -5V 


. , ■ 2* ■. Concurrently^ pbuotograpaic information was .repeived fxorn an ; 

independent source depicting a single .individual 

in Mexico City on. 1 October 1963. In. its report to CIA Headquarters on 9 
October, the CIA Station included descriptive' details based on the photograph 
which guessed might be Oswald because of the coincidence in time between 

the photograph and the report of Oswald's contact with the Soviets. 

3^ _ These facts should be noted at the outset for ccjrrect interpretation 

of the narrative: ...... . . 


The 


Station's guess was crr<pneous. The 


individnai in the photograph was not Oswald, nor has there been any 


evidence that ho was la any way related to Oswald or 


: .;f '■ ■ 


Mexico or elsewhsro. 


I , . ; 


raph.in Warren 


tion wan oredicatedf 


• U •• * --^ * * •* ■ V 


hlo activit-y in 





ilone ox 


with any indl’xidaalC Jin front of the Gubna r^moasay. 


Soviet Embassy, or anywhero else in Mexico. A CIA 


follow-up In October 1963 to the Navy for a photograph of Oswald in order 


to check what was eveatuaUy shown to be an erroneoi 


■UB 


daBcripticQ bad not been serviced beiore the asaasair: 


22 Novrm^r 1963.-. CIA did not have a known photogr 
■its iileaTsafore tho assassination of President Kenne 


Jnph. of Oswald in. 


dy either in 'WashingU 


or 


abroad, - 


c.-- 


Aftes^ the data of the assassination; an Irbensive review' by 


,-ealad that Oswald ha 
Cuban ConsnlitQ In 'Mexico City on 27 and 23 SeptenJ 


eXA sources In Mexico , rev 


d.”' ,Pbot=>sr»pHc eviao«:= predated th=.t tie ^ 


individual Tvho hud been noted in ixont of the Soviet 


(erroneous 


ly thought by CIA to possibly be Oswald) 


Soviet Embassy 


uy ca' 4 October and the Cuban Embas sy bn 15 October 


Both of these events were subsequently demonstrat 


OswaU had left Mexico City to return to the Unite 
iBstanco the photograph (or photographs) depict a 


request and a 


and. irrelevant 


ition data, . ' ■■■ 


k also visited the 


her 1963 . ■' •- . 


Emba-asy on 1 Octobe. 


had also visited the 


ed to be after 


States. ■ In bach ; 


Ingle individual; he : 


not Oswald. 



I » ■ 


vvAicn v/c\3 acp 


dependent solely on rajdlo broadcasts. for its first infomaation. 


n 


erceived unmedLniely the probable identity ox the Presldeni'n announced 


as^iussm 


and the subject of its report to CIA headquarters on 9 October 19&3, 


CIA‘3 Meaico Station thereupon irornediatcly cabled He idquarters ref erring 


to 


th, eirUer tr=I£i= amd mitUted direct contact with the FBI reprereDtative. 


no 


photograph pr description oi Oswald was yet availabl 


2 in the Mecdcan 


capital^ tho Statioa continuad to consider the photograpn oi 


takan 


on I and 4 October to be of pos 


investigation 


Copies of all of the photographs -were shown to the U.S, Ambasss 


on 


22 Neveraber 1963. alter the assassination news had broken, and a copy of 


each was pasaed. early in the afternoon, tc. 


representative In the Embassy. 


5. ' In rcccplBUzdior.,' the photographs passed to U.e FBI ropreseataUvo 


Three photos, taken 1 October, 


■ These were separate shots of 


taU. heavy build, round face, pronounced baldness 



head. T/hite puUover, open shirt, light colored, jean-type trous ers, 
pronounced dip-cut p^kets. Chain Emm belt guidj to right pocket. 


i3-:- 




tb;*- unknown individua 


aible utility for the 


tlxe chief EBl 


one Caucasian male. 


at temples and top of 


locD-tioa aaxne as in "a" above. Single individual, idenucal ■'.vitdi the man. 


described in ”a" above. Dark, bucton-down puU-o-/er 


trousers,, slanh cut pockets. Chain from belt guide to 


shirt, dark, jean-t’/p’ 


right pocket. 


c. 


Tv 70 uhotos, taken on 15 October 19&3, 


These Silers' one person, identical with the 


described in sub-paran. '’a" and "b”, above. Ke is v/ 

■ ■■ -d i. ■ : • ./-h., .c /‘- ..h 

boat-neck puilLoveiru;-’-' - ' ’ . ' • ' 

6. • Tbs 'FBI representative in Merdco Ciby- bad. one 
photographs conrreyed by FBI safe hand to the Dallas ODico 
£ the 22 November 1963 on the asrumption the photos mlgh 


subject of the photos 


baring a dark. 


oi 


m course,' 


pr' all of these ■. ' 


of FSI on 'the aftemo 


t assist the investigal 


7. One of the photographs enumerated in paragraph b. above, "Was - . 


s hown 


m by FBI agent Bordwell D. ODUM in Dallas on the ev 


1963 to Mrs. Margue 


rite Oswald. The tvm top comers of :he photograph were 


W- 


iropped by Mr. Odum in Dallas before it was 


characterlatic background detail. (The cropping at this tine or later in no 


imp 


aired or affected the uiiiination of the photograph as aiji investigative tool.) 


The photograph was introduced by the FBI Into evidence b 
Commission which denominated it Commission Exhibit 23 




kning of 23 Novembei 


shnvn in order to conceal 


; . ■' 


Tore the Vrarren 


b A reproduction ol 


_a_ 





Urchibit, in which all background has been rcmovod to pruLc. 


rr:.fithod of acquisition, appears inYol. yr^n, Commission Ke 


aringo, p. 638_ 


Mr. Helms' aifLdavit authenticating the photograph in its vaJioua cropped versions 


anoea 


rs in VoL XE of the Commission Hearings, pp. 4&9-70 


Commission takna up the episode in its Report on p. of>4. 


'he 'Warrr-n Comraisslon and designated Staff m 


iexnbern were 


familiar Ined with, the facts set out In thin memorandum... They received the 


detnlla in briefings, from personal Inspections o£ CTA Hendq. 


in discusa 


Iona with the CIA officers concerned in Headquarters and at the • • • .. 


Embassy in Iderico City, 


^^^..-0 SIGNS CF RECORD: 


ClA did not acquire, receive or hold a photogx^.ph of Eec Harvey 
Oswald tak.en in Mmdno City before the assassination of President Kennedy.- 


2. CIA acquired a photograph early in October 19 


otill unidentified person 


3. ■ This photograph and others acquired by CIA oi 


axo HOT Oswald. 


T y 4. Ail photographs without exception show^NE 


yyiha coverage o£ tUa peroon In MeUco Clt-/ extends 1!^ October 1963, n dnic 


y<- 






long alter Oowald's departure. 




L^-Ji J U i- ^ 


The Warren 


luarters records and 


w * • • • 


63 of an unnamed and 


in Mexico City, 


the same individunl 


lihdividual. The . '• 


- 5 - 



t ' o - i 


t > » 


;ubstUute 


d or rcodified la aay v/ay by CIA. The FBI latroduc:ed it into evideuce. 


The croppiag o 


£ the photo^ originally by the X El and la^nr the '\/'ar^cQ Commianior 


^va3 entirely juntilied for the protection ox ooarcea and meth>dn. In no v^ay 


this neccaaary 3 


alegnard affect the substance of the photograph for inventigntivc 


•eumo3»B. 


' 6 . Tlians la e:£Cept the colncid&nna of tiio (Lite of preaumed . - ■ 

viaita to the Soviet Coneulhe in Mearfco Cltylto connect the nnidentifie^ peTaon^ 
In tha photograph r^ith Oawld. CIA's considered judgment is that this and ' 

hhj photograph arc totally 'irrelevant to the Oswald investig ition. , ' ' / • 
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